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Ranking of 9 top Indian
institutes dips: QS study

11 Indian Schools Make It To Top 300, Japan Has 71
PERFORMANCE OF INDIA ty and internationalization. The

Q5 World University Rankings

BUT PROBLEMS PLAGUE INDIA

Himanshi Dhawan | ™7
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“The reasons for tl1edecliniug
performance of Indian institu-
tions are a decrease in academic
reputation, alongside longstand-
ing issues such as high student-
faculty ratiosand lack of interna-
tional engagement,” QS head of

research Ben Sowter said.
“While severalof the ITTs now

produce a lot of research, lowei-
tation rates suggestitis havinga
limited impact in global acade-
mia,” Sowter added.

Q8 world university rankingsis
oneof the respected armual league
table for the top 700 universities in
the world with the merit list based
onresearch, teaching, employabili-

undergoing a rapid transforma-
tion, and Singapore, Hong Kong,
China and Korea are at the fore-
front of the assault on the global
academic elite,” said Sowter “As
the cost of studying rises in
North America and the UK, Asia
isreversing the braindrain by in-
vesting inscholarships to attract
topstudents from the West,” Sow-
terexplained.
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IIT entrance results on June 23

NEW DELHI: The results of the
Indian Institute of Tech%—
ogy (Advanced) examination
for the prestigious technical
institutes will be announced
on June 23. The Joint En-
trance Exam (JEE) for admis-
sions to the undergraduate
programmes at all the IITs
and Indian School of Mines in
Dhanbad was held on June 2.

“The results of the JEE (Ad-
vanced) 2013 will be an-
nounced on Sunday, June 23.
Successful candidates need to
log in and pick the course
choice offered by the IITs and

Indian School of Mines from
June 24 till June 30,” arelease
from the IITs said.

“Students can view their an-
swer sheet and marks ob-
tained between June 14 and 17
on the JEE (Advanced) web-
sites of zonal IITs. They can
also request for review of spe-
cific questions and its marks.
They will have to pay Rs.500
for each question reviewed.”

Students willing to join the
architecture programme at
IITs Roorkee and Kharagpur
will have to clean an Architec-
ture Aptitude Test. — PTI
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Rail Tel’s TCOE at lIT Roorkee

Rail Tel has opened 8th Telecom Center of
Excellence at
IIT Roorkee
to take up
R&D
activities in
the area of
'Broadband
Applications
and Innovations'. The centre shall be named as Rail
Tel IIT Roorkee Center of Excellence in Telecom”
(RICET).
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'Ranking of 9 top Indian
institutes dips: QS study

11 Indian Schools Make It To Top 300, Japan Has 71

Himanshi Dhawan | Tvw
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ASIA LAUNCHES FRONTAL ATTACK ON GLOBAL ACADEMIC ELITE, BUT PROBLEMS PLAGUE INDIA
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IDENTITY CRISIS

bears his correct name and address but carries a
Barack Obama has applied for this job. What | am sure is that | am not eligible to apply for the post of a junior
engineer,” said Meena, an arts graduate who runs a private school in Rambas village, 200 km from Dausa

Name | LALU RAM MEENA
Roll No. | 2201000509 Ju | ST ! |ummn
08/06/2013| U AM
09:20 AM e { CONVENTIONAL TYPE |

GOVT BOYS SR SEC SCHOOL NO 3

BADARPUR

NEAR TUGLAKABAD METRO STATION
NEW DELH.110044

LaluRamMeem,w,fmmRﬂasthansbausadlsﬁctreoeivedmadmlssionwdmsmrdayﬁommesmﬁ
Selection Commission, New Delhi, for an examination for the post of junior engineer scheduled on Sunday. It

of US president Barack Obama. “I don’t know if

Heat on teachers with fake docus

Prafulla Marpakwar | TNN

Mumbai: The higher and
technical education depart-
ment of Maharashtra on
Monday asked vice-chancel-
lors of the non-agriculture
universities to initiate crimi-
nal proceedings against all
those teachers who have sub-
mitted fake documents from
the Meghalaya-based CMJ
University, a month after the
scam was discovered.

“We found that a section of
teachers have obtained PhD
by fraudulent means for secu-

ring job or promotion. We
have asked the VCs to initiate
criminal proceedings against
such teachers and simultane-
ously we have ordered the ver-
ification of PhDs obtained by
all teachers across the state,”

University by fraudulent
means. “We had sent our offi-
cials to Shillong for verifica-
tion. In several cases, it was
observed that the teachers
had actually purchased the
PhDs and had not even done

MAHA EDU SCAM

Sanjay Kumar, principal sec-
retary, higher and technical
education department, said.
During re-verification of
documents of certain teach-
ers, it wasfound that they had
obtained PhD from the CMJ

basic subject mentioned in
the research paper. We are in
the process of identifying all
such teachers and criminal
action will be taken against
them,” asenior official said.

Universities have been
asked to terminate theservic-
es of all such teachers with
immediate effect.



P Engineering education
remains IT-focussed
and needs a broader

" framework with
industry participation.

G. Krishna Kumar

world’s top 50 universi-
ties in engineering and
technology in 2013 do not
include any Indian univer-
sity/college. The Higher Education
World Reputation Ranking 2013 of top
100 institutions, has representation
from all the BRIC countries, except
India. We can conveniently blame it
on bias, or simply ignore the global
“ranking. While the Government-run
institutions have their share of chal-
lenges, the private institutes/univer-
sities, perceived to be a ray of hope,
appear to be less interested in im-
proving quality.

EMPLOYABILITY, A CHALLENGE

Now, let us juxtapose the lack of qual-
ity institutions with another dimen-
sion — un-employability. There are
over 2,500 engineering colleges in the
country, producing over 7 lakh gradu-
ates every year. Notwithstanding the
unpredictability, the IT Industry has

remained the largest job agrovider,

over the past 15-20 years, absorbing
about 10-15 per cent of the graduates.
Hiring by public sector and non-IT
private companies, and students pur-
suing higher education constitute 25-
30 per cent. But, that still leaves a
significantly large pool of engineering
graduates without a proper job. The
Industry Readiness Index 2013 sur-

tion. The 2011 Kaki

Business Line ND 11/06/2013 P-8

India’s sub-standard engineering colleges

vey by PurpleLeap, a company that
provides skill bridging support for
students pursuing engineering cours-
es, indicates that only 10 per cent of
the engineers passing out of colleges
from Tier 2/3 cities in the country are
employable. Even with the interven-
tion programmes, the students strug-
gle, primarily due to poor
communication and/or analytical/
problem-solving skills. Even worse,
another report states that 30 per cent
of the engineers do not have basic
quantitative skills required for day-
to-day life and entry-level engineer-
ing jobs.

India lags way behind China in
terms of university research in engi-
neering and technology. China, for
example, has three times more enrol-

‘ment for master’s programmes in en-

gineering and management. India
produces 1,000 PhDs annually in
technology and engineering, com-
pared to 8,000-9,000 in the US and
China. It has to be noted that US and
China have large well-funded univer-
sities that encourage higher educa-
ar report
emphasises the need for rapid im-
provement in research infrastructure
in India, including the IITs.

So, what needs to be done to im-
prove the situation? It is evident that
active involvement and collaboration
between government, engineering
colleges/universities and industry is
vital for improving the quality of
engineers.

To fill up the vacant seats in private
engineering colleges, the cut-off
score for students seeking admission
is being considerably watered-down.
Added to this, many private colleges
lack the intellectual infrastructure —
comprising libraries, broadband con-

., { k. wei .MM
Why

nectivity for accessing knowledge re-
sources on the Internet and, most
importantly, 1ualiﬁed and knowl-
edgeable faculty. Strict regulatory
mechanisms should be implemented
to ensure that only institutions with
proper infrastructure are allowed to
function.

STRICT REGULATIONS

Simple things like monitoring the
output from internship/project work
should be strengthened. Strict mea-
sures are need for removing the ram-
pant “paid” project work culture that
is in vogue. It is appalling to see stu-
dents get away by outsourcing their
work.

The next most important step is to
provide a clear road-map for the stu-
dents with an inclination for research
to pursue their interest. This would
help in retaining the research-seek-
ing graduates from going abroad. The
effectiveness of government-funded
schemes to promote research among
engineering students through the
Modernisation and Removal of Obso-

only towards IT? — P. V. Sivakumar

lescence (MODROBS) and the Re-
search Promotion Scheme (RPS) is
still unclear.

We need an environment that fos-
ters active partnerships between in-
dustry and colleges/universities. In
the advanced countries, research
work is given high priority among the
engineering  colleges/universities.
The teachers can lead by example and
inscrire students to pursue research
and innovation.

The duration of the engineering
course can perhaps be increased by
six months or a year. This can help
accomodate a sandwich/apprentice

rogramme, which can provide

ands-on work experience. For ex-
ample, today, students get selected
for project work/in-plant training
through personal contact.

A transparent aFlatform for mon-
itoring and evaluating apprentice
programmes should be created by in-
volving industry — including private
and public sector, and the universi-
ties. The Government’s latest initia-
tive towards skill improvement
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through the National Vocational Edu-
cational Qualification Framework
(NVEQF) is certainly a good step.
However, it may be worthwhile
strengthening the existing well-fund-
ed National Skill Development Cor-
poration, than creating new
initiatives. 5

LOOK BEYOND IT

Although Nasscom predicts signifi-
cant requirements in the IT industry
over the next decade, it is vital that
the Government looks at supporﬁnf
altervative sectors and creating an ef-
ficient platform to manage the de-
mand and supply of engineering
graduates.

Reports indilcdate that maémfaéytug-
ing sector would grow significantly by
2025, fuelled primarily by the emerg-
ing economies. This could be &n op-
portunity for India to take on China
and emerge as a dominant player in,
say, energy or semiconductor sector.

Why can’t government policies and
best practices that helped in rapid
growth of the IT industry be repli-
cated in strengthening other sectors?
AICTE/universities should upgrade
the syllabus to be attuned with indus-
try needs, especially in some of the
core areas such as electrical and me-
chanical engineering.

It is, thus, imperative for the engi-
neering education to grow beyond IT
industry. A strong push is needed for
strengthening industry-academia in-
teraction in" all the major sectors/
streams, This would certainly spur
innovation/research and help in im-
proving employability among our
next-gen engineers!

(The author is Vice-President, Symphony
Teleca. The views are personal)
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UGCsets up
panel to probe
Shillong varsity

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
NEW DELHI, JUNE 10

THE UGC has formed an ex-
pert panel to inquiréinto issues
related to CMJ University,
Shillong, that had awarded 434
PhDsinanacademicyear.Ina
public notice, the apex higher
education regulator said it is in-
forming students and general
public that the Meghalaya
Governor R S Mooshahary has
already acted against the var-
sity for its “irregularities”. It
alsosaid that it has set up an ex-
pert panel to take a compre-
hensive look at the issue. |

- HRD Minister Pallam
Raju who was in Shillong last
week had said the UGC
should warn the public about
the varsity in the wake of re-
cent findings. The UGC had
last month asked all state uni-
versities to furnish details of
PhDs awarded by them, the
process followed, details of
candidates and the research

» . i
they are working on.

Last month, The Indian Ex-
press had reported that the uni-
versity - Meghalaya’s first pri-
vate varsity - set up in2009, had
awarded 434 PhDs in 2012-13
though only ten of its faculty
members have doctorate de-
grees.

Governor Mooshahary
whois also the varsity’s Visitor
had asked it towithdraw all de-
grees awarded so far. Terming
the admission of over 3,300 stu-
dents enrolled with the varsity
since 2010-11as illegal, he had
directed the varsity not take
fresh admissions until a new
Chancellor is appointed as per
UGCregulations.

The Meghalaya POllCC
have registered a case against
the university. The Governor
had said that all PhDs awarded
by the university were “in con-
travention” of the UGC (Min-
imum Standards and Proce-
dure for Award of M Phil/ PhD
degree) Regulations, 2009.
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Students stay
away from
admissions in
BE in state

IIT ASPIRATION Only 20,000 lock
choices a day ahead of deadline

Sravani Sarkar

= ssarkar @hindustantimes com

BHOPAL: [n a situation that is
likely to bring worry creases
on foreheads of owners of engi-
neering colleges, only 20,000
candidates have locked choices
of institutes and branches just

a day ahead of the deadline of

first round of counselling for
admission to the BE course.
The candidates are allowed to
make selections and lock choie-
es for branches and institutes
online till 11L45pm of June 10, but
Jjust about 30 hours to the dead-
line, only 20,000 candidates took

the final call. The number of

registrations has however gone
up to 40,000 and the directorate
of technical education (DTE) is
expecting last leg surge in the
choice locking process,

However, given the fact that
there are about 115 lakh engi-
neering seats available in the
state this year, the first round
response has come as a disap-
pointment to the engineering
colleges as well as DTE.

Last vear, during the first
round of counselling, over
50,000 candidates had locked
choices and 42,000 allotments
of seats had been released.
The total number of seats was
97,500.

The top officials of the
DTE are attributing the slow
response to the first round
of the counselling to the fact
that Madhya Pradesh has
started the admission process
well ahead of the other states.
More importantly, the results
of Joint Entrance Examination
(JEE) Advanced to admission to
Indian Institutes of Technology
(1ITs) has not been announced
vet and students might be wait-
ing to try their chance in the
premier institutes before com-
ing to the state colleges, officials
said. They added that this time
around, more candidates would
participate in the second round
of counselling compared to the

Missed opportunity

Also, like the HT reported
earlier, this entire scenario
is likely to see the most
meritorious aspirants of
engineering courses in
Madhya Pradesh lose out
on the opportunity to get
best of seats in state. The
best seats are mostly opted
for in the first round when
all the seats are open for
the taking. The DTE would
have to allot the best seats
to the available candidates
in the first round and even
if more meritorious candi-
dates come for counselling
in the second round, they
would be forced to select
whatever seats are left out.
The DTE sources said

that only those candidates,
who are totally confident
of getting a II'T or national
institute of technology
(NIT) seat, would miss the
first round of admissions,
Normally students seek
admissions to the good
seats available and then
got the admission can-
celled if they get chance
with a national level insti-
tute. But the slow response
to the first round seems to
belie even this theory.

first round, though normally it
is the opposite.

But, the JEE-Advanced result
would be out onJune 23 and the
scorecards would be available
only on July 7, following which
admissions would be conducted
to [ITs.

And in state, even the
second round of counselling
would be midway through by
then. For the second round,
the candidates are expected
to register and lock choices
between July 3 and 9. Thus
the response of the students
remains to be seen.

Page 12 of 16



Indian Express ND 11/06/2013 P-8

Teachers, staff
seek probe into
NE Hill University

SAMUDRA GUPTA
KASHYAP
GUWAHATI, JUNE 10

ALL isnotwell in North East-

ern Hill University, the oldest
central university of the region,
in Shillong. When HRD Minis-
ter M M Pallam Raju visited
Shillong last weekend, the
teachers’ association and non-
teaching staff association of the
university not only called for a
judicial probe into “anomalies
in faculty appointments”, but
also demanded that vice-chan-
cellor Prof AN Rai should not
'be allowed to take up his next
appointment.

“The university as a corpo-
rate body has suffered large-
scale damage due to gross ir-
regularities and statutory
violationsin the conduct of ad-
ministrative business leading
to a series of disturbances,” a
joint memorandum submitted
by the twobodies to the Union
minister said. They also said
that there have been numerous
anomalies in selection of fac-
ulty, leading to at least 50 liti-
gations in the past few years.
“Appointments made involved
nepotism and favouritism at

~ the cost of quality and aca-
demicenvironment. There was
also large-scale corruption in
construction and contract
works awarded during this pe-
riod,” the two associations said.

They also alleged that a
sum of about Rs 2 crore was di-
verted from the university’s
funds towards an Indian Sci-
ence Congress conference in

2009 without any sanction. A
huge sumwas also spent in set-
ting up the University Scientific
Instrumentation Centre, which
has remained defunct for sev-
eral years. The university, set
up in 1973, also has no elected
representatives from the teach-
ing and non-teaching staff in its
academic council, executive
council and university court,
the associations said.

~ They also held past vice-
chancellor Prof P Tandon and
presentvice-chancellor Prof A
N Rai responsible for the dete-
riorating environment on cam-
puswhich according to them s
supplied with untreated and
un-purified water despite asev-
eral crore rupee investmentina
water treatment plant. “The
present vice-chancellor even
appointed a pro-VC to act as
chairman of a committee
where he himself was a candi-
date for selection to the higher
academicgrade. Thisis a gross
violation of procedure,” Pal-
lam Rajuwas told.

Rai hasbeen appointed by
UGC as director of National
Assessment and Accreditation
Council (NAAC) in Banga-
lore. When contacted, he dis-
missed the allegations. “Ifthey
have any complaint against me,

then they should be able tosub- -

stantiate that. Moreover, since
the President is the Visitor of
the university, they should go
to him,” Raisaid over the tele-
phone. He said he had already
sent his resignation letter to the
President of India so that he
couldjoin asdirectorNAAC.
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Profs pay to
be preserved,
resurrected
In the future

Heather Saul

only certainty in lifeis a

concept staff members
at an Oxford University insti-
e are hoping todismantle, by
paving to becryvogenically pre-
server] and brought baclk to life
in the future. Nick Bostrom,
professor of philosophy at the
Future of Humanity Institute,
and his coresearcher Anders
Sandberg have agreed to pay a
U8 company to detach and
deep freeze their heads in the
advent of theirdeaths,

Colleague  Stuart  Arm-
strong is instead opting to have
hiswholebody frozen. Presery-
ing the full body is more diffi-
cult to achieve and can cost up
to £130,000, the trio are lead re-
searchers at the FHL When
they are considered terminally
ill, a eryopressrvation team
will wait nearby for a doctor to
proncunce them deacd. A ma
chinewillbeusadtokesp blood
pumping whilst the body is
coolerd and the blood stream is
infused with preservatives ancd
anti-freeze to protect the tissue,

If onlv the head is beingfro-
zenitwill bedetached from the
body, before nitrogen gas is
used toreduce the temperature
to <124 degree Celsius. The pa-
tient 1s cooled to -196 degree
Celsius, before being placed in
avat of liquid nitrogenforstor-
age atacryogenic preservation
facility, where the patients
wionld be stored until technolo-
gy advances far enough to re-
vivethem.

Sandberg said that life with
just a head would be limited,
but that he hoped by that peint
the process could irvolve
downloading his personality
andimemories ontoacomputer.
Bostrom and Sandberg have
chesen the Alcor Life Exten-
sion  Foundation  based in
Scottsdale, Arizona as the loca-
tion for their firoeen bodies to
be kept. The company already
has 874 members and 117 pa-
tients in cryopreservation,
alongwith 22 pets,

Armstrong, whose wife is
heavily pregnant, plans to do
the same for hiz unborn child
eventually “If you picture the
world in, say, 200 vears, when
reanimation is possible, it will
probably  be a wonderful
place.” hesaid. 1Hermeremen

IS l < hebelief that death isthe
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Sheffield Hallam University, UK, has started a new course -
M. Sc in mobile computing application, which would
provide information on advancement and development in
web technologies and software. The course would include
the areas of computing, intelligent agents, virtualisation
and cloud computing architecture. The course will help
those pursuing B. Sc or B. Tech to practice and conduct
research after graduation. It is ideal for those who want to
begin a career in mobile applications.
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CHOPPER JOYRIDE
@ 1,000 PER
10 MINUTES

HT Correspondent
B htcitykanpur@hindustantimes.com

KANPUR: The Indian Institute of
Technology (II'T-K), which rece-
ntly started helicopter service
between Kanpur and Lucknow
on an experimental basis, isnow
planning to introduce a ‘copter
joyride service’ soon.

[I'T-K senior professor and hel-
icopter project in charge Dr AK
Mittal said, according to the pro-
posal, the joyride of 10 minutes
would cost 1,000 per person.

“Senior IIT-K officials would
discuss the issue at a meeting
with local industrialists on June
21 and work out the dates and
time of the service,” he said.

[IT-K, which is operating the
helicopter services in associa-
tion with Pawan Hans
Corporation, is also exploring the
possibility of providing medical
evacuation, survey and charter
services. In the institute’s plan
are flights between several other
cities like Allahabad, Etawah,
Agra, Vrindavan and Khajuraho.

Meanwhile, the IIT-K and local
industrialists are studying the
running cost of various helicop-
ter flight services to fix the fares.
They have also sought feedback
from members of industries
organisations and Merchants
Chamber on the services and
fares by June 15.



